THE GERUND

   The Gerund is a non-finite form of the verb, which has verbal and nominal traits.

Nominal traits:
1. can perform the functions of subject, object, predicative, attribute.

(Reading is her favourite occupation. I remember reading it. He finished reading

the book. I had the pleasure of reading in the newspaper of your success.)

2. can be preceded by a preposition.

(I think of going to the South in the autumn.)

3. can be modified by a noun in the possessive case or by a possessive pronoun.

(Is there any objection to my seeing her?)

Verbal traits:

1. can be modified by an adverb.

(She ran out crying bitterly.) 

2. can take a direct object.

(I have now made a good progress in understanding and speaking their language.)

     3. has tense distinctions, gerund of transitive verbs – voice distinctions.

	
	active
	passive

	Indefinite
	reading
	being read

	Perfect
	having read
	having been read


	Indefinite
(Simple)
	active
	He likes telling fairy tales.

рассказывать

	
	passive
	He likes being told fairy tales.

чтобы ему рассказывали

	Perfect
	active
	He is proud of having spoken to this outstanding person.

что поговорил

	
	passive
	He is proud of having been spoken to.

что с ним поговорили


Functions in the sentence:
1.subject (Skating is pleasant.)

                Герундий, выполняющий функцию подлежащего, может стоять

                после сказуемого. В этом случае перед сказуемым стоит место-

                имение it.Такое употребление герундия часто встречается после

                выражений: it is (of) no use

                                    it is useless             бесполезно
                                    it is no good

                                   it is worth while      стоит (потраченного времени)

               (It’s no use talking about it. Is it any good doing it?)

 2.attribute (always preceded by preposition)
                The Oblique List:

                idea of                 opportunity of            interest in 

               hope for                possibility of              experience in

              way of                   habit of                    skill in

              chance of             effort of                      pleasure in / of

              feeling of             gift of                         difficulty in

              method of            objection to                instrument for  

             means of              surprise at                  reason for

             importance of     disappointment at      plan for

             fear of                 astonishment at          apology for

            right of                 art of                         necessity of

            problem of           intention of                process of

            excuse for             program for

            (There are different ways of solving this problem.)

3.predicative (The only remedy for such a headache as mine is going to bed.)

· after the prepositions “for”, “against”

· to be on the point of
· to be far from
(When I came to the office the manager was on the point of leaving.)

4.object

a). direct object

· mind the verbs after which the gerund is preferable :

                  to begin                   to prefer


to deny

                 to continue               to hate


to avoid

                 to like                       to intend


to postpone

                 to dislike                  I can (can’t)afford
to stop

               to finish                     to put off


to mind

                to enjoy                    to try


to start

               to keep (on)              to go on


to suggest

               to give up                  to leave off

to delay

               to need                     to require


to cease

               to want

     to remember

to quit


        to recall

     to recollect


to regret


       to risk

     to mention


to endure

· also after the phrases: to be worth, to be busy.

· after certain modal phrases in the negative form: can’t help       can’t bear

can’t stand
can’t resist

can’t face
can’t fancy

can’t imagine

 (When I entered the room, he was busy translating an article. I can’t help

telling you about it. They can’t bear being humiliated. I remember having seen him before. I don’t mind walking) 

!!!After the verbs to want, to need, to require, to deserve; after worth active gerund is used though it is passive in its meaning.

(My watch needs repairing.)

!!! With the verbs:  to remember              the Indefinite Gerund is used

                               to thank                      (although the priority is meant)
                               to forgive

                               to excuse
  b). indirect prepositional object

    mind the following verbs and word combinations:

    to be fond of             to be proud of            to be sure of

    to be ashamed of     to be capable of          to be surprised at

    to be engaged in     to be busy in                to be interested in

    to be keen on           to be pleased at          to be responsible for

    to be aware of         to be guilty of             to look like 

    to feel like               to insist on                 to depend on/upon

   to complain of          to succeed in             to thank for

   to think of                to look forward to      to praise for

   to accuse of             to confess to               to be used to

   to dream of              to object to                 to approve of

   to agree to               to rely on                    to prevent from

   to speak of               to suspect of               to blame for                  

  to be tired of           to give up

to persist in

  to apologize for       to congratulate on
to be tired of

 to be sorry for
        to be afraid of

to quick in

 to aim at
        to believe in

to long for

 ( He complained of my walking too slowly. He objected to the ships leaving the port in such stormy weather.)

5. adverbial modifier:

   a). a. m. of time (with the prepositions: on, upon, after, before, in, at)

     (Before leaving for Moscow I called on my brother.)

   b). a. m. of cause (for, through, for fear of, owing to)

     (Excuse me for being so late. He caught cold through getting his feet wet.)

   c). a. m. of manner (by, in)

   (The day was spent in packing. He improved his article by changing the end.)

    d). a. m. of condition (without, in case of, in the event of)
     (You will never speak good English without learning grammar.)

    e). a. m. of purpose (for)

     (One side of the gallery was used for dancing.)

    f). a. m. of concession (in spite of, instead of)

     (In spite of being busy, he did all he could do to help her.)

    g). a. m. of attendant circumstances (without, besides, apart from, instead of)

     (Besides being clever, he is very industrious. He left the room without waiting       

    for a reply.)
· Complexes with the gerund.

Действие, выраженное герундием, может относиться также к лицу или предмету, который не является подлежащим или дополнением предложения. В этом случае лицо или предмет, к которому относится действие герундия, выражается существительным в притяжательном падеже или притяжательным местоимением, которые стоят перед герундием.
(The student’s knowing French well helped him greatly in learning English. We insisted  on their delivering the goods immediately.)
Если существительное, к которому относится действие, выраженное герундием, является неодушевлённым, то оно ставится перед герундием в общем падеже, поскольку такое существительное не может употребляться в притяжательном падеже.

(We insisted on the contract being signed immediately.)

Герундий и предшествующее ему существительное или местоимение тесно связаны по смыслу и представляют собой сложный член предложения – сложное подлежащее, дополнение, определение или обстоятельство. Такие герундиальные обороты равны по значению придаточным предложениям.
(There was no hope of our getting the tickets. –cложное определение.

Не было надежды, что мы получим билеты.

He insisted on my returning soon. – сложное дополнение.

Он настаивал на том, чтобы я вернулся скоро.

On the lecturer’s appearing in the hall, there was loud applause – сложное обстоятельство. Когда лектор появился в зале, раздались громкие аплодисменты.)

· Отрицание «не» при причастии переводится на английский язык частицей «not»: не бросающий – not throwing , не брошенный – not thrown .

Отрицание «не» при деепричастии в функции обстоятельства причины переводится таким же образом: 

Не понимая этого правила, он попросил преподавателя объяснить ему ещё раз. – Not understanding the rule he asked the teacher to explain it to him  once more .

Когда деепричастие употреблено в функции обстоятельства образа действия, то деепричастие с отрицанием «не» переводится на английский язык герундием с предлогом «without»:

Он вышел из комнаты, не сказав ни слова.(без того , чтобы сказать) – He left the room without saying a word . 
